
              3-8 Questions Stems from the 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 
                    NYS ELA Assessments for Constructed Responses 

Apply these prompts to anchor texts as appropriate. 

RL/RI.CCR.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn 

from the text.  

● Gr 4:  What feeling does the author create in paragraphs # and #? Use two details from the 

story to support your response.  

● Gr 5: How do paragraphs # and # contribute to the development of the article?  Use two 

details from the article to support your response. RI.5.1  

● Gr 6: How do lines # through # help to develop a central idea of “X”? Use two details from 

the article to support your response. RI.6.1  

  

RL/RI.CCR.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas.  

● Gr 3: How do the details in paragraph # support the main idea of [article]? Use two details 

from the passage to support your response. RI.3.2  

● Gr 3: What is the main idea of the passage [title]? Use two details from the article to support 

your response. RI.3.2 

● Gr 3: What is a central message in [passage]? Use two details from the story to support your 

response. RL.3.2 

● Gr 4: What is the main idea of paragraphs # to #?  Use two details from the story to support 

your response.  

● Gr 4: What is the theme of [article]? How do events in the story help develop the theme?  

Use details from the story to develop your response. (4 pt.) RL.4.2  

● Gr 4: What theme is supported by paragraphs # through # of [story]?  Use two details from 

the story to support your response.  RL.4.2  

● Gr 4: In [article,] how does the heading [heading] relate to the information in paragraphs # 

and #?  Use two details from the article to support your response. RI.4.2  

● Gr 4:  Read this sentence from paragraph # of the story.   X.   How does this sentence support 

a theme of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response. RL.4.2 

● Gr 4: How do paragraphs # and # support the main idea of the article [title]? Use two details 

from the story to support your response. RI.4.2 

● Gr 5: What main idea of [passage] is supported by paragraphs # through #? Use two details 

from the story/article to support your response.   

● Gr 5: What theme is supported by paragraphs # through #?  

● Gr 5: What is the theme of [story]? How is this theme developed in the story? Use details 

from the story to support your response.  (4 pt.) RL.5.2  



 

● Gr 5: What is a main idea of the article, “X”? Use two details from the article to support 

your response. RI.5.2  

● Gr 5: How do [character’s] actions in paragraph # help develop the theme of the story?  Use 

two details from the story to support your response.  RL.5.2  

● Gr 5: In [passage], what is a main idea of paragraphs # through #? Use two details from the 

article to support your response. RI.6.2 

● *Gr 6: What is a central idea of [passage]? Use two details from the story/article to support 

your response. RI.6.2 **  

● *Gr 6: What is a central theme of “X”? Use two details from the story to support your 

response. RL.6.2   

● Gr 6: In [article,] how do paragraphs # through # develop a central idea of the article?  Use 

two details from the article to support your response. RI.6.2  

● Gr 8: Explain why X is an important problem to solve. Use two details from the story / article 

to support your response. 

● Gr 6: What is a central idea of paragraphs # through # of [passage]? Use two details from the 

article to support your response. RI.6.2 

 

 

  

RL/RI.CCR.3 Analyze how and why individuals/characters, events, settings, and ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text. (substitute individual for character in RI prompts)  

  

● Gr 3: Why does [character] do X? Use two details from the story to support your response.   

● Gr 3: What does the reader learn about the kind of person [name] is? How do [character] ‘s 

actions show the kind of person s/he is? Use details from the story to support your response.  

(4 pt.)  

● *Gr. 3: What do paragraphs # through # show about [character A] and [character B]? Use two 

details from the story to support your response.   

● *Gr 3: What do paragraphs # through # show about [character]? Use two details from the 

story to support your response. RL.3.3  

● Gr 3: How did [character]'s actions show how s/he felt about Y? Use details from the 

passage to support your response. RI.3.3  

● Gr 3: How does paragraph # connect to paragraph # of [article]?   Use two details from the 

passage to support your response. RI.3.3  

● Gr 3: In [article,] how are the ideas in paragraphs # and # related? Use two details from the 

passage to support your response. RI.3.3  

● Gr 3: How do [character's] feelings about “X” change from the beginning of [story] to the end? 

What causes [character's] feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your 

response. RL.3.3 (4 pt.)  



 

● Gr 3: In the passage [title] how does X? What happens as a result of X? Use details from the 

passage to support your response. (4pt) RI.3.3 

● Gr 3: In [passage], what do the details in paragraph # through # show about X? Use two details 

from the passage to support your response. RL.3.3 

● Gr 3: In the passage [title], how does [individual] change from paragraph # to paragraph #? 

Use two details from the article to support your response. RI.3.3 

● Gr 4: [Character]’s feelings about X change at different times in the story. When do his feelings 

change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your response. (4 

pt.)  

● Gr 4: What character trait most helps [character] do X? Use two details from the story to 

support your response.   

● Gr 4: According to the article [article,] why does “X” do “Y”?  Use two details from the story 

to support your response. RI.4.3  

● Gr 4: Based on the article [article,] why is “X” important to “Y”?   Use two details from the 

article to support your response. RI.4.3  

● Gr 4: In [article,] and [article,] what is one problem that “X” and “Y” share?  How do “X” and 

“Y” try to solve this problem?  Use details from both articles to support your response. RI.4.3 

(4 pt.)  

● Gr 4: According to the article [title], what kind of person is [individual]? Use two details from 

the article to support your response. RI.4.3 

● Gr 4: In the story, how does [individual] feel about X? Use two details from the article to 

support your response. RI.4.3 

● Gr 5: Why does [character A] react differently than [character B] to X? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.   

● Gr 5: What personality trait do [character A] and [character B] share?  How do both characters 

show this personality trait? Use details from both stories to support your response. (4 pt.)  

● Gr 5: How does [character] feel about X? Use two details from the story to support your 

response.  

Gr 5: How are the narrator and [character] alike?  Use two details from the article to support 

your response. RL.5.3   

● Gr 5: How are [character’s] feelings about “X” at [setting 1] and [setting 2] different? Use two 

details from the story to support your response. RL.5.3  

● Gr 5: In [article,] and [article,] what quality about [character] is emphasized in both articles?  

How does each author support this quality about [character]?  Use details from the story to 

support your response.  RI.5.3 (4 pt.)  

● Gr 5: Why does the author of [passage] title the second section of the article “X”? Use two 

details from the article to support your response. RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: In [passage] what do paragraphs # through # show about [character’s] character? RL.5.3 



 

● Gr 6: What personal characteristics do [character A] and [character B] share?  How do these 

characteristics help them reach their goals? Use details from both passages to support your 

response. (4 pt.)  

● Gr 6: How does [character] feel about X at the beginning, middle and end of the story? What 

causes her/his feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your response.  (4 

pt.)  

● Gr 6: How does [character’s] mood change from the beginning to the end of [passage]? Use 

two details from the story to support your response.  

● Gr 6: How does the relationship between [character] and [character] change? Use two details 

from the story to support your response.   

● Gr 6: How does X affect [character A] and [character B]? Use two details from the story to 

support your response. RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: In [article,] how was the author affected by “X”?  Use two details from the story to 

support your response. RI.6.3  

  

RL/RI.CCR.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone.  

● Gr 3: Why does the author say "[metaphor/simile/idiom]" in paragraph #? Use two details 

from the story to support your response.  RL.3.4  

● Gr 3: What does the sentence “X” mean as it is used in paragraph # of the passage? Use two 

details from the passage to support your response. RL.3.4 

● Gr 4: What does paragraph # reveal about [character]?   Use two details from the story to 

support your response. RL.4.4  

● Gr 4: In paragraph #, why does the author say “X”?  Use two details from the article to 

support your response.  RL.4.4  

● Gr. 4: In paragraph # of [article] what does “X” mean?  Use two details from the article to 

support your response. RI.4.4  

● Gr 4: Why does [character] say that s/he (and her friends) is/are “X” in paragraph # of [story]?  

Use two details from the story to support your response.  RL.4.4  

● Gr 4: In paragraph # of the article, what does [individual] mean when he says “X”? Use two 

details from the article to support your response.  RI.4.4 

● Gr 5: Why is the title important to the story? Use two details from the story/article to support 

your response.   

● Gr 5: What is the meaning of the phrase “X” in paragraph #? Use two details from the article 

to support your response. RI.5.4  

● Gr 5: What does the phrase “X” suggest about [character]? Use two details from the story to 

support your response. RL.5.4 



 

● Gr 6: What is the meaning of the word “X” as it is used in line # of the article? Use two 

details from the article to support your response. RI.6.4  

Gr 6: Read this sentence from lines # and # of “X.” What does the phrase “Y” mean? Use 

two details from the article to support your response. RI.6.4  

● Gr 6: Read this sentence from paragraph #.  What effect does the sentence have on the tone 

of the story?  Use two details from the story to support your response. RL.6.4  

● Gr 6: How does the phrase “X” in paragraph # contribute to the meaning of the article? Use 

two details from the article to support your response. RI.6.4 

● Gr 6: Why does the narrator say her “X” in paragraph # of [passage]? Use two details from 

the story to support your response. RL.6.4 

  

  

RL/RI CCR.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole.   

● *Gr 3: How does paragraph # connect to paragraph #? Use two details from "X" to support 

your response. RL.3.5  

● Gr 3: Why does the author of “X" use subheadings? Use two details from the passage to 

support your response. RI.3.5  

● Gr 3: How is paragraph # important to [story]? Use two details from the story to support your 

response. RL.3.5  

● Gr 3: In [passage] how is paragraph # important to the rest of the story? Use two details from 

the story to support your response. RL.3.5 

● *Gr 5: How does paragraph # relate to paragraphs # and #? Use two details from the 

story/article to support your response.   

● Gr 5: In [article,] how are the main ideas organized in the article?  Use two details from the 

article to support your response. RI.5.5  

● Gr 5: In [passage] how do paragraphs # and # contribute to the story? RL.5.5 

● Gr 6: How does X in (line #) relate to X in lines # through #?  Use two details from the story to 

support your answer.   

● Gr 6: How do lines # and # contribute to the development of a key idea in the article “X”?  

Use two details from the article to support your response. RI.6.5  

● Read this sentence from paragraph #.  How does this sentence contribute to the structure of 

the story?  Use two details from the story to support your response. RL.6.5  

● Gr 6: How does paragraph # connect to paragraph # in the article [title]? Use two details from 

the article to support your response. RI.6.5 

● Gr 6: How does paragraph # of [passage] contribute to the story? Use two details from the 

article to support your response. RI.6.5 



 

  

RL/RI CCR. 6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

● Gr 4: How does the narrator’s point of view affect how the characters and events are 

described in the story? Use two details from the article to support your response. RL.4.6  

● Gr 4: How are [Character’s] and [Character’s] reactions to “X” different in [story]?  Use two 

details from the story to support your response.  RL.4.6  

● Gr 4: What does paragraph # show about [character’s] point of view? Use two details from 

the story to support your response. RL.4.6 

● Gr. 5: What do [character] and [character’s] points of view reveal about the “X”?   Use two 

details from the story to support your response. RL.5.6  

● Gr 5: The narrator’s point of view often affects the way stories are told. In [passage] and 

[passage] how does each author use narrative point of view to tell their stories? How are 

these points of view similar and how are they different? Use details from both stories to 

support your response. (4pt) RI.5.6 

● Gr 6: What is the author’s point of view about X in [passage]? Use two details from the 

story/article to support your response.  RL.6.6  

● Gr 6:  Why does the author compare how X treats Y and Z in the article? How does the 

author develop ways that X helps Z throughout the article? Use details from the article to 

support your response. RI.6.6  

● Gr 6: How does paragraph # help develop [character’s] point of view?  Use two details from 

the story to support your response. RL.6.6  

Gr 6: The authors of [article,] and [article,] have different opinions about “X”. What are the 

authors’ different points of view about this topic? How is the point of view revealed in each 

article?   Use details from both articles to support your response.  RI.6.6 (4 pt.)  

● Gr 6: In [passage] what is the narrator’s point of view about X? Use two details from the 

story to support your response.  

  

  

RL/RI CCR.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. *  

● Gr 3: How does the picture add to the reader's understanding of “X"? Use two details from 

the passage to support your response. RI.3.7  

● Gr 3: How does the picture of “X” support the information in the passage?  Use two details 

from the passage to support your response.  RI.3.7  

● Gr 5: In [article,] how does the timeline support a point the author makes in paragraph #?  

Use two details from the article to support your response.  RI.5.7  

  



 

RL/RI.CCR.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

• Gr. 3:  How are paragraphs # through # alike? Use two details from the story/article to support 

your response.   

• Gr 3: Why does the author compare X to Y? Use two details from the passage to support 

your response. RI.3.8  

• Gr 3: How are paragraphs #, #, and # of "X" alike? Use two details from the passage to support 

your response. RI.3.8  

• Gr 5: According to “[article]” why is X significant?  Use two details from the article to support 

your response.  RI.5.8  

• Gr 5: In paragraphs # and # of [article] how does the author support the idea that “X”? Use 

two details from the article to support your response.  RI.5.8  

  

RL/RI.CCR.9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.   

● Gr 4: Both articles focus on X.  How is X similar and different in both articles?  Use details from 

both articles to support your response.  (4 pt.)  

● Gr 4: Both [article] and [article] are about a person’s solution to a problem. Describe a 

problem each person faces. How are the ways they solve the problems similar and 

different?  Use details from both articles to support your response. (4 pt.) RI.4.9  

● In [passage] and [article], the authors tell how [character] and [individual] became successful 

when they were very young. What is different about how X? Do the articles show if X helped 

them to become successful? Use details from both passages to support your response. (4pt) 

RI.4.9 

● Gr 5: In the article “X” and “Y,” what challenges did [characters] face? How did these 

challenges affect their decision(s) about Z? Use details from both articles to support your 

response.  (4 pt.) RI.5.9  

● Gr 6: Both “X” and “Y” describe Z. How are the descriptions different? Why was Z important 

to/for …? Use details from both articles to support your response. RI.6.9  

● Gr 6: Adult characters in [passage] and [passage] are an important part of these stories. How 

do these adult characters contribute to the plot of each story? What are the differences in 

the ways adult characters contribute to the plots? Use details from both stories to support 

your response. (4pt) RI.6.9  

  



 

* denotes similar question stems from 2016 and 2017 NYS ELA assessments  

** denotes similar question stems from 2018 NYS ELA assessments  

Black represents 2016 NYS Released Questions/ Bolded blue represent 2017 NYS Released  

Questions / Purple represents 2018 NYS Released Questions / Red represents 2019 NYS 

Released Questions 

  

  


